
GSE BeLux Conference
Put AI to Work 
on IBM Z

Agenda

12 - 13h
Welcome & Lunch
 
13.15 - 14.15h
Transac�onal AI on IBM Z
Khadija Souissi, Principal Solution Architect - AI on IBM Z and 
LinuxONE, Distinguished Technical Specialist Böblingen, Germany
 
14.30 - 15.30h
AI-Driven Observability and Automa�on
Mustapha Gulkara, IBM, Brand Technical Specialist - 
IBM Z,  Nederland

Kristof Stroobants, IBM IT Specialist (and bit of IT Architect 
& IT Consultant all-rounder), Belgium

Marc De Groote, Managing Partner Asist, Belgium

15.30 - 16h
Coffee break
 
16 - 17h
Agen�c AI for z/OS Development 
Gary Mazo, Architect IBM Bob for Z. 
IBM Silicon Valley Laboratory, San Jose CA, In charge of technical 
direction and content of IBM Enterprise modernization tools
 
17.15 - 17.30h
GSE BeLux Workgroups 2.0 – Your Community, Your Input
René De Vleeschauwer, Managing Partner IKAN Development, 
Belgium
 
17.30 - 19h
Get together and drink
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The “Put AI to Work on IBM Z” 
conference brings together 
leading experts, prac��oners, and 
innovators to demonstrate how 
ar�ficial intelligence is no longer theore�cal on 
the mainframe. It is opera�onal, embedded, 
and delivering measurable value today.

READ MORE



Transac�onal AI on IBM Z”
Speaker: 
Khadija Souissi
Principal Solution Architect - 
AI on IBM Z and LinuxONE, 
Distinguished Technical Specialist

Discover how AI can be embedded directly into live trans-
ac�on processing on IBM Z, enabling real-�me, intelligent 
decision-making at scale. 

This session showcases how to leverage on-chip AI acceler-
a�on with Telum II and Spyre Accelerator to bring AI into 
the heart of z/OS transac�ons—unlocking faster insights 
and immediate business value.

Conference Summary
Put AI to Work 
on IBM Z

Complemen�ng this, Marc De Groote delivers a prac��on-
er’s perspec�ve on applying AI-driven observability and 
automa�on in real-world mainframe environments.

The agenda is built around three high-impact themes:

Agen�c AI for Development
Redefining how developers interact with and understand 
complex legacy systems through intelligent assistants

Transac�onal AI at Scale
Embedding AI inference directly into high-volume, 
mission-cri�cal workloads on IBM Z

AI-Driven Observability & Automa�on
Evolving opera�ons toward predic�ve, self-healing, and 
autonomous systems

Beyond technology, the conference also emphasizes 
community and collabora�on through the GSE BeLux 
session, invi�ng par�cipants to shape the next genera�on 
of workgroups focused on AI, hybrid cloud, and resilience.

Overall, this event posi�ons the mainframe not as a legacy 
constraint, but as a strategic AI pla�orm—capable of 
running intelligent workloads where data already resides, 
reducing latency, improving security, and unlocking 
immediate business value.

The “Put AI to Work on IBM Z” conference 
brings together leading experts, prac��oners, 
and innovators to demonstrate how ar�ficial 
intelligence is no longer theore�cal on the 
mainframe—it is opera�onal, embedded, and 
delivering measurable value today.

Centered around the enduring strengths of the IBM Z 
pla�orm—security, scalability, and transac�onal integri-
ty—this event highlights how AI is being deeply integrated 
into core enterprise workloads. From development to 
opera�ons and real-�me decision-making, the sessions 
collec�vely show how organiza�ons can modernize 
without compromising the robustness of their exis�ng 
systems.

A key highlight is the presence of top-�er speakers with 
direct influence on IBM Z innova�on. Gary Mazo (IBM 
Silicon Valley Lab) shares how agen�c AI is transforming 
z/OS development through tools like BOB Premium for z, 
bringing conversa�onal and context-aware intelligence to 
tradi�onal languages such as COBOL and PL/I. 

Khadija Souissi provides deep technical insight into 
embedding AI directly into transac�on flows, leveraging 
cu�ng-edge hardware innova�ons like Telum II and Spyre 
accelerators. 
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See how organiza�ons can:

• Apply AI inference inline with transac�on processing
• Reduce risk, increase revenue, and lower 
 opera�onal costs
• Explore sector-specific, high-impact use cases
• Iden�fy and priori�ze the right AI opportuni�es

Whether you're star�ng with AI or expanding exis�ng 
capabili�es, this session shows how transac�onal AI on 
IBM Z can transform how you run and op�mize cri�cal 
workloads.

“
13.15 - 14.15h



AI-Driven Observability and 
Automa�on”
Speakers: 
Mustapha Gulkara
IBM, Brand Technical Specialist - IBM Z, Nederland

Kristof Stroobants
IBM IT Specialist (and bit of IT Architect 
& IT Consultant all-rounder), Belgium

Marc De Groote
Managing Partner Asist, Belgium

This session will explore Observability and how IBM is 
advancing the field with a unified, AI-driven approach. 
A�endees will discover how end-to-end visibility across 
applica�ons, infrastructure, and business processes can 
be achieved using solu�ons such as IBM Instana Observa-
bility and IBM Turbonomic. 

In addi�on, Asist will present its managed service offering 
for Observability, enabling clients to benefit from these 
capabili�es without the need to acquire or manage the 
underlying technology themselves—providing a fully 
operated, scalable solu�on focused on performance, 
resilience, and business outcomes.

Agen�c AI for z/OS 
Development”
Speaker: 
Gary Mazo
Architect IBM Bob for Z.
IBM Silicon Valley Laboratory, San Jose CA, In charge 
of technical direction and content of IBM Enterprise 
modernization tools

Explore how agen�c AI is reshaping z/OS development by 
ac�ng as an intelligent companion that understands both 
mainframe code and business logic.

Learn how organiza�ons can leverage AI to move beyond 
tradi�onal monitoring toward proac�ve, self-healing 
systems that detect anomalies, iden�fy root causes, and 
trigger automated responses in real �me.

Key takeaways include:

• Gaining end-to-end visibility across complex 
 environments 
• Detec�ng and resolving issues proac�vely using    
 AI-driven insights 
• Automa�ng opera�onal workflows to reduce 
 manual interven�on 
• Improving system resilience while lowering 
 opera�onal costs 

Discover how combining observability with automa�on 
enables smarter opera�ons, faster incident response, and 
con�nuous op�miza�on of mission-cri�cal workloads.

This session features BOB Premium for z, showcasing how 
AI agents go beyond tradi�onal analysis tools to deliver 
contextual, conversa�onal, and ac�on-driven assistance 
across COBOL, PL/I, JCL, CICS, DB2, MQ and more.

See how developers can:

• Generate meaningful code documenta�on instantly
• Perform accurate impact analysis for changes
• Receive AI-powered code review recommenda�ons

Discover how BOB Premium for z enables faster develop-
ment, reduced risk, and deeper insight into complex 
legacy systems.

“

“
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14.30 - 15.30h

16 - 17h



As IBM Z and IBM LinuxONE evolve into pla�orms for AI, 
hybrid cloud, and secure compu�ng, GSE BeLux must 
evolve with them.

In this short interac�ve session, we introduce a new 
direc�on for workgroups

GSE BeLux Workgroups 2.0   
Your Community, Your Input”
Speaker: 
René De Vleeschauwer
Managing Partner IKAN Development, Belgium

17.15 - 17.30h
“

We will:

• Share a simple proposal for new workgroup themes
• Ask for your priori�es and ideas
• Invite you to get involved and co-lead

This session will introduce the next direc�on for GSE 
BeLux workgroups and invite you to ac�vely shape, 
contribute to, and lead the communi�es that ma�er most 
to your work.
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